
Key trends related to environment 
 
As a steadily important economy, China has to increasingly account for sustainability in its 
economic plans. The three-year sustainable green plan, which aims to increase the number 
of clean air days, is one measure of this proactive approach. Levels of PM 10 and PM2.5, 
fine particles harmful to human health, have both dropped in the past few years. 
Greenpeace responds to this progression positively while also advocating for the country to 
take additional measures. 
 
China’s initiatives regarding air pollution are but one part of addressing sustainability. Along 
with India, another economically important country where many companies have parts of 
their supply chains located, China has the ability to affect the industry in providing contracts 
to more sustainable manufacturers, according to Damiano de Felice of the Access to 
Medicine Foundation. The changing standards also look to combat the growing threat that 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) can be by encouraging the development of a level playing 
field among the pharmaceutical multinationals regarding effluents and other by-products of 
the production process. The AMR Industry Alliance has established an Antibiotic 
Manufacturing Framework that offers a plan to reduce the impact suppliers have and to 
raise current pharmaceutical wastewater standards. 
 
Key trends related to AMR 
 
The growing problem of AMR has led to the creation of more resources to guide industries 
and states in effective waste management. The framework created by the AMR Industry 
Alliance in particular outlines the rubric in which to evaluate an antibiotic supplier and the 
proper method to dispose waste. A jointly written outline from scientists working at leading 
pharmaceutical companies also developed another possible set of industry standards. 
Much like China’s initiatives regarding pollution, India set national standards based on the 
template advanced in the Guidance for Developing State Action Plans for the Containment 
of AMR (SAPACR), published in 2018. The state of Kerala launched its own AMR strategic 
plan months later in partnership with WHO India. 
 
Industry initiatives to address the challenges posed by AMR highlight another danger posed 
by strengthened microbes: the development of superbugs that resist treating simple 
illnesses like strep throat. Antibiotic use in meat production has increased by 90% per capita 
globally over 50 years, according to HSBC, which make AMR-laced meats a potentially large 
threat to humanity. Meat and dairy products from Asian countries include high dosages of 
antibiotics, which seems to impede efforts that governments like China have made 
elsewhere. 
 
Key trends related to health and society 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO)’s data collection systems indicate a profound range 
in consumption rates of antibiotics, with many low- and middle-income income countries 
lacking a sufficient data collection infrastructure that tracks usage as comprehensively as 
European one. Each November, World Antibiotic Awareness Week keeps policymakers and 
health practitioners abreast of the threats that antibiotic overuse pose. 
 
In addition to the pharmaceutical companies’ initial steps to standardize protocol regarding 
AMR products, other organizations have also tracked ongoing developments. The Access to 
Medicine Foundation’s Benchmark 2018 and the AMR Industry Alliance reports both 



present analyses of the pharmaceutical industry’s response to the dangers of potent strains 
of microbes in its products and includes suggestions to improve upon current methods. 


